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H«A»A*  PA RG EXER5  M»A»  jMbB*  5D»p«h 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTHENT , 


PRIORY  HOUSE, 
DUNSTABLE. 


12th  November,  195^* 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 

and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dunstable, 


GENTLEMEN, 

1 am  pleased  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1957. 


The  Borough  was  free  from  any  serious  infectious 
diseases  during  the  year  except  for  an  outbreak  of  ’’Asian*' 
Influenza  during  the  Autumn  of  the  year.  However,  only 
one  death  was  notified  as  being  due  to  this  disease, 

371  Live  Births  were  notified  during  the  year  which 
is  an  all  time  record, 

1 wish  to  express  to  the  Town  Clerk  and  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  my  thanks  for  the  help  they  have 
always  given  in  my  work. 


i have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  A,  PARGETER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) 

H A.  A.  PARGETER,  M.  A.  , M,B.  , D P.H. 

{ b)  Chief  Public  Health  I nspector 

H„  STEW  M.R.S.H.  ,M.  A.P  H„L,RS,H.  Meat  and 

Other  Foods  Certificate, 

( c ) Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors 

M.  HINGHCLIFFE  M R.  S.  H.  ,M.  A.  P,  H.  I . ,R,  S.  H.  Meat  and 

Other  Foods  Certificate, 

F.W.P.  HARMSWORTH  A.  R„  S,  ,il  A.  P,  H.  L ,R,  S.  H.  Meat  and 

Other  Foods  Certificate, 

( d ) Chief  G lork /Shorthand  Typist. 

Mrs,  D.F.  WORDSWORTH, 

(e)  Junior  Shorthand  Typist 
Miss  fl  JOHN. 
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SECTION  A:- 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
Vital  Statistics 

Area  of  Borough,.  2,08A  acres. 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar-General  20,150 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book 

as  at  31st  December,  1357* • ••  ••  ••  6,7^6 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  December,  1957  ••  ^ 284,751 

Net  produce  of  a penny  rate  for  the  year  ended 

31st  March,  I957  £ 1,089 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 

The  following  tables  give  extracts  from  the  Vital 
Statistics  for  the  year  1957  ^s  furnished  by  the  Registrar- 
General  s- 


Total 

M 

F 

Live  Births 

371 

184 

187) 

Leg i t imate 

359 

180 

179)Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

1 lleg i t imate 

12 

4 

Sjpopulation,  18,4 

Still  Births 

6 

0 

d. 

4) 

Leg i t i mate 

2 

4|Rate  ner  l,000(live  and 
-)still)  Births  l6,2 

1 lleg i t imate 

- 

- 

Deaths 

171 

84 

87  Death  rate  per  1,000  of 

population,  8,5 

There  were  no  deaths  from  diseases  or  accidents  of 
pregnancy  and  childbirth. 


In  order  that  the  birth  and  death  rates  may  be  more 
properly  compared  with  those  of  other  districts,  it  is 
necessary  for  them  to  be  multiplied  by  comparability 

factors.  These  factors  are  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General,  ^ 
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Thus  the  adjusted  rates  for  Dunstable  are  as  followss- 

Birth  Rate,  18, ■'1,  comparability  factor, 

adjusted  birth  rate,  17»5 

Death  Rate,  8*5?  comparability  factor,  1.22, 

adjusted  death  rate,  10,4 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age 

Total  P®''  1^000  live  births..  ..  13*5 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  13«9 

Illegitimate  -.Rate  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  

Deaths  from  Vihooping  Cough  (all  ages) 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ..  ♦,  ,,  ,,  3^ 


Population 


The  population  figures  as  supplied  by  the  Registrar- 
General  for  the  last  ten  years  are  as  follows  J- 


1348  (mid-year) 

# • 

16,930 

1343 

tf 

• # 

• • 

17,110 

1350 

It 

• # 

• • 

17,260 

1351 

1? 

* * 

4 « 

17,070 

1352 

If 

• « 

• • 

17,030 

1953 

If 

# » 

• • 

17,270 

1354 

ff 

• • 

• • 

17,570 

1955 

ff 

* « 

4 • 

18 , 140 

1956 

ff 

• • 

4 « 

..  19,020 

1957 

. • 

4 « 

..  20,150 

The  natural 

increase  in 

the 

population  or  difference 

between  the  birth 

and  death  rates 

are  as  follows  •- 

1948  

1943 

1950 

..  ..  5.7 

1951 

1952 

..  1.5 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956  

1957 
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Causes  of  Death. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  as  given 
in  the  Registrar-General’s  statistics  s- 


i 

Causes  of  Death  j 

Males  j 

F emales 

All  causes  • « 

, , 

84 

87 

1,  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .♦ 

• « 

i 

1 

2«  Tuberculosis,  other  «. 

• • 

1 

- 

3*  Syphilitic  Disease  ..  .. 

« • 

- 

- 

4*  Diphtheria  

— 

— 

5.  I'ihooping  Cough  ..  *. 

• 4 

- 

1 

6.  ivien  i ngococcal  infections.. 

• 4 

- 

- 

7*  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ..  .• 

• 4 

1 

!>iG3.3XGS  ««  «•  ••  «•  «• 

4 4 

- 

- 

3.  other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

10.  i'.iallgnant  neoplasm,  stomach  ,. 

4 4 

3 

2 

11.  r/lalignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

4 4 

7 

- 

12,  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .. 

4 4 

- 

5 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  «. 

4 4 

- 

2 

14,  Other  malignant  G lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

15*  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ,. 

4 4 

1 

— 

16.  Diabetes  

4 4 

3 

17,  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 4 

11 

17 

18,  Coronary  disease,  angina,, 

4 4 

13 

7 

13.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

4 4 

2 

- 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

4 4 

11 

17 

21,  Other  circulatory  disease 

4 4 

3 

2 

22,  Influenza  

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

4 4 

4 

8 

24,  Bronchitis  

5 

3 

25,  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

2b,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum.. 

4 4 

3 

1 

X 

27,  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 4 

28,  Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ,, 

4 4 

— 

2 

29,  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ,,  ,, 

4 4 

— 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

4 4 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  malformations.. 

4 4 

1 

2 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

4 

5 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ..  ,. 

4 4 

1 

i 

34,  All  other  accidents..  .,  ,, 

4 4 

— 

1 

35  •Suicide ., 

2 

36,  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

4 4 

■ 
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Infant  Mortality 


The  following  table  shows  Infantile  Mortality  from 
stated  causes  In  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age  s- 


i 

Total 

Total 

l.'eeks 

under 

Months 

under 

o n0 

u n s 

2- 

3- 

month 

1-.- 

3- 

6- 

3- 

year 

Congenital  { ; 

malformat  i ons  i 3 1 •" 

- 

- 

3 

— 

— 

■* 

3 

Accidental  Death  ..  j - j- 

1 

Whooping  Cough  i - 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

1 

Totals  „ « ‘ 3 ? ” 

- 

3 

1 

1 

- 

5 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


j 

Total 

Live  Births 

1 nf ant i le 
Mortal i ty 
Rate-Dunstab le 

infantile 
Mortal i ty 
Rate-E  ng land 
and  V/ales 

1348  ..  ; 

317 

22 

34 

1349  *. 

273 

43 

32 

1950  .. 

284 

11 

30 

1951  .. 

251 

28 

30 

1952  .. 

217 

14 

28 

1953  *. 

242 

32 

27 

195'!  .. 

288 

35 

26 

1355  .. 

2^6 

23 

25 

195s  .. 

355 

25 

24 

1357  .* 

371 

14 

23 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  1557* 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL 
DEATH  RATES  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


IN  THE  YEAR  I957. 

(England  a Wales) 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 


i Borough  | 

Eng  land 

! of  i 

and 

( Dunstable; 

Wales 

i Rates  per 

1,000 

1 Civilian  Population 

Live  Bi rths  . . . . 

# • 

1 

j 18.4  ! 

16.1 

Deaths  s 

T 1 

•#  •#  •#  «• 

* ♦ 

1 b.5  j 

11.5 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers* « 

• • 

Whooping  Cough  ,,  ,, 

# * 

i 0.00  t 

0.00 

D I phther I a, 

« • 

0.00 

Tuberculosis  

# # 

0.09  i 

0.11 

Influenza  ..  

• • 

0.00  ! 

0.15 

Smallpox  

• « 

— — — 

Acute  Po 1 iomye 1 I t I s( I nclud I ng 

1 $ 

Polioencephalitis) 

0.00  i 

0.01 

Pneumonia  ..  

• ♦ 

0.59  j 

0.52 

Not i f Icat I onsJ 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  

* # 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

—— 1 

0.00 

Meningococcal  Infection  ,, 

• « 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever  

# • 

0.09  1 

0.66 

Whooping  Cough  

• • 

2.18  ! 

1.88 

0 i phther i a 

• # 

0.00 

Erysipelas..  ..  , 

• • 

M ^ 

0.07  ! 

Smallpox  

i 

0.00  ( 

Measles  

5-50  1 

14.11  i 

Pneumonia  ..  

0.18  ! 

0.73  I 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Paralytic,. 

• • i 

0.05  ! 

0.07  j 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  Non-Paralytic 

— 1 

0.03  1 

Food  Poisoning  .. 

• • 

. _ . ^ j 

0.23  ^ 

Dysentery  

0.84  i 

i 

0.64  1 

i 

i 

Rates  per 

1,000  i 

( 

live  births  i 

Deaths  under  1 year  of  age  ,, 

• • 

13.5  I 

23.0  / 1 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

1 

under  2 years  of 

age  1 

1 

0.4  j 
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= 8orough  i England!' 

} of  I and  j 

{Dunstable  ! Wales  { 

I ' ! 

t Ml  ^ ^ ,ni.  - - j 

! Rates  per  1,000  j 
I Total  Births  S 
j (live  and  still)  j 


(a) 

Still  B i rths  

1 1^.2 

j 22. A 1 

(b) 

Motif icati ons 

i 

1 j 

[ i 

I 16.0  j 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ..  ..  •• 

— - 

(c) 

Maternal  Mortality 

Sepsis  of  Pregnancy,  Childbirth 

1 

' I 

t i 

[ i 

and  the  Puerperium 

} 

Other  Toxaemias  of  Pregnancy 

1 ) 

Abortion  with  Toxaemia  *. 

Abortion  with  Sepsis  ,,  *,  ^ 

Abortion  without  Sepsis  ..  ,, 

Other  Complications  of  Pregnancy, 

j 0.00  1 

0.08  ! 

; j 

Childbirth  and  Puerperium 

o 

o 

• 

o 

i 0.47  i 

A dash  ( ) 


signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  notifications 


7 Per  1,000  related  births. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS  FOR  1^48  - 1557 


s F c T t 0 N F 


PREVALANCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis 

General  Statistics,  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1957 
together  with  the  number  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the 
deaths  from  these  diseases  s- 


! Total  ^ Cases  j Total 

Diseases  j Cases  i Admitted  Deaths 

'Notified  j to  Hospital  j Registered 


Scarlet  Fever 

2 1 

Whoopi ng  Gough  . , . , 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  i 

24  i 

— 

1 

Paralytic  

1 ; 

1 

1 

Non-Paralytic  ,, 

«•* 

- 

— 

it1easles(  exc lud  i ng  rubella) 

111 

1 

Diphtheria  

- 

— 

— 

Dysentery  «,  .. 

IQ  \ 

1 

— 

Meningococcal  infection.. 

- i 

- 

— 

Ac*  Pneumonia.,  ,.  ,, 

4 j 

1 

12 

Smallpox..  

- 

- 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  i 

i 

Infective  

— 

Post-infectious  ..  ,, 

- ; ^ 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fevers,. 

1 

- 

— 

Erysipelas  

- i 

— 

— 

Food  Poi son i ng  . . , , 

*** 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ., 

- ; 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum  ,. 

- 

- 

- 

No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year* 


Scarlet  Fever 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 

Case-rate  per  1,000 

Case-rate  for 
England  and  V-^ales 

1957 

0.09 

0,66 

11  - 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  for  the  last 
ten  years  t- 


1548  5 1953 

1549  ..  ..  ..19  195‘^' 26 

1950  27  1955 8 

1951  6 1956 1 

1952  7 1957 2 


Pi phther i a s-  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of 
cases  of  Diphtheria  which  have  occurred  during  the  last  ten 
years  ?- 


1948  .. 

..  2 

1953  - . 

. . 0 

1949  .. 

0 

1954  .. 

. ..  c 

1950  .. 

..  0 

1955  ..  . 

..  0 

1951 .. 

..  0 

195^  ..  . 

. ..  0 

1952  .. 

..  0 

1957  - . 

..  G 

There  have  been  no  deaths 
year  I937. 

from  the  disease  since  the 

Cancer 

The  following 

table  shows 

the  prevalence 

of  Cancer 

deaths  during 

the  last  ten  years 

• 

♦ 

Rate  per 

Year 

Males 

F emales 

Total 

1,000 

1948 

15 

10 

25 

1.47 

1949 

16 

29 

1.69 

1950 

16 

12 

28 

1.62 

1951 

15 

13 

28 

IM 

1952 

24 

22 

4^ 

2.^9 

1953 

9 

11 

2G 

!•  iC 

1954 

23 

38 

2.16 

1955 

16 

14 

30 

1.65 

1956 

11 

14 

25 

1.32 

1957 

21 

15 

3- 

1.79 
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Tuberculosis 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1957  *"■ 

New  Cases  Deaths 


Age  Periods  Hespiratory 

No  n- 

Respi ratory ; Res pi ratory 
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! 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

Under  5 years.  1 

- 

- , 

5-14  years  - 

— 

- 

- 

- ! 

15  - 24  years^  1 

1 

- 

! 

25  - 44  years  2 

1 

- 

- 

- 1 1 

45  - 64  years  - 

2 

- 

- 

65  and  over  - 

- 

-• 

- - 

Age  unknov/n  - 

- 

- 

- 

■*  : “*  ■ 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
PRIORY  HOUSE, 
HIGH  STREET  SOUTH, 
DUNSTABLE. 

2nd  July, 


His  V/orship  tha  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Councillors  of  the  Borough  of  Dunstable, 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  year  1957  was  a very  full  and  active  one  with  new 
legislation  making  the  work  of  the  Department  even  more 
varied  and  complex. 

The  new  Rent  Act  which  came  Into  operation  on  the  6th 
July  increased  the  work  of  the  Department  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  received.  The  appropriate  section  of  the  Report 
shows  that  forty  applications  wore  received  and  only  eleven 
certificates  issued  by  the  end  of  the  year  but  this  cannot 
explain  the  amount  of  detailed  inspection  necessitated  by 
each  application.  Unfortunately,  the  Act  does  not  yet  seem 
to  have  given  the  expected  impetus  to  repair  work  on  old 
property  and  it  is  likely  that  the  powers  contained  in  other 
Acts  will  have  to  be  used  more  extensively  for  this  purpose. 

The  much  publicised  Clean  Air  Act  made  little  Impact 
upon  the  town  since  the  problem  is  not  acute  in  this  area 
but  it  is  essential  that  constant  regard  should  be  given  to 
this  subject,  particularly  In  view  of  the  extensive  In- 
dustrial development. 

It  was  a year  of  consolidation  In  Slum  Clearance  with 
some  retrenchment  in  the  Department's  activities  to  allow 
the  Council  to  deal  with  the  unfit  properties  in  its  own 
possession.  Only  seven  individually  unfit  houses  were  re- 
presented to  the  Council  In  1957  but  the  forty  chalets  in 
Meadway  and  Bennett’s  Close  were  also  dealt  with  and  the 
Housing  Committee  agreed  not  to  re-let  the  unfit  properties 
in  Manchester  Place  and  High  Street  North  as  they  fell 
vacant.  The  Church  Street  Clearance  Areas  1,  2,  3 4 

were  the  subject  of  a Public  Inquiry  conducted  by  the 
Minister’s  inspector  in  June,  1957  although  a Clearance 
Order  was  confirmed  on  Area  Mo,  4 no  decision  has  yet  been 
received  with  regard  to  the  other  three  Areas  which  form 
the  Dunstable  (Church  Street)  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  No, 
1,  The  demolition  of  the  St,  Mary's  Street/Chapel  Walk 
Clearance  Areas  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  site 
put  to  good  use  as  a temporary  Car  Park, 


Food  Hygiene  continued  to  exercise  much  of  the  time  of 
the  District  Inspectors  and  much  valuable  work  has  been  done. 
The  food  traders  have  been  most  co-operative  and  are  to  be 
congratulated  upon  the  efforts  made  to  reach  the  desired 
standard. 

Our  one  private  Slaughterhouse  continues  to  serve  the 
town  adequately,  including  the  demands  made  upon  It  from 
outside  the  Borough,  but  this  means  constant  attention  and 
some  overtime  by  the  Inspectors  to  carry  out  the  100/;  in- 
spection which  is  maintained.  Some  improvements  will  be  re- 
quired if  the  premises  arc  to  reach  the  standard  envisaged 
by  the  proposed  Slaughterhouses  Bill  but  negotiations  with 
the  owner  are  already  proceeding  with  this  end  In  view. 

Despite  the  difficulty  of  maintaining  a suitable  and 
adequate  labour  force  to  cope  with  the  constantly  increasing 
number  of  occupied  premises,  a very  satisfactory  Refuse 
Collection  Service  has  been  maintained.  Considerable  credit 
is  due  to  the  firm  nucleus  of  regular  employees  without 
whose  help  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  maintain  the 
weekly  collection  which  has  been  fairly  general  throughout 
the  year. 


I cannot  conclude  these  rather  lengthy  introductory 
remarks  without  reference  to  the  support  I have  been  given 
during  my  first  full  year  as  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  idost  of  the  Council  will  know  the  capabilities 
of  Mrs,  Viordsworth,  my  Chief  Clerk,  who  shares  with  me  the 
memories  of  many  years  in  the  service  of  the  Corporation  and 
It  is  thanks  to  her  that,  v*;ith  the  ready  and  capable 
assistance  of  Miss  John,  my  junior  shorthand  typist,  the 
many  additional  duties  thrust  upon  the  clerical  staff  have 
faithfully  and  efficiently  kept  pace  with  the  increased 
tempo  of  the  .'department,  in  view  of  the  continued  general 
shortage  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  I feel  that  the  Council 
should  feel  gratified  as  I am  to  have  the  services  and 
support  of  the  two  widely  experienced  and  capable  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  My  personal  thanks  are  due  to 
them  and  to  my  fellow  Officers  v/ho  have  never  failed  to 
encourage  me  in  my  efforts  to  further  the  Council’s  Public 
Health  interests. 


1 have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HAROLD  ST  Eli 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  QEtVERAL. 

The  character  of  the  town  has  changed  from  a small 
market  town  to  a rapidly  expanding  industrial  area.  The 
industries  are  varied  in  character  but  greater  emphasis  has 
been  placed  upon  the  production  of  motor  vehicles  and  their 
components  In  recent  years.  The  considerable  increase  in 
population  resulting  from  this  industrial  expansion  has 
called  for  considerable  effort  in  providing  housing  and 
services  to  keep  pace  v^ith  the  development  and  a keen  demand 
for  all  available  land  and  labour  has  resulted. 

It  might  be  considered  that  the  greatest  menace  to 
environmental  health  in  Dunstable  is  the  traffic  on  the  two 
main  roads,  A, 5 and  A, 5057  which  run  through  the  centre  of 
the  town.  Traffic  has  increased  several  hundredfold  since 
the  War  and  is  increasing  every  day.  The  increase  In  the 
use  of  diesel  oil  fuel  may  well  become  a health  hazard  of 
some  consequence. 

2.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  Source  and  Consumption. 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  general  source  of 
supply  and  we  are  indebted  to  the  Eastern  Gas  Board 
who  are  the  water  undertakers  for  kindly  supplying 
the  necessary  information  used  in  the  preparation 
of  this  Report.  From  the  following  table  It  will 
be  noted  that  a high  proportion  of  the  supply  now 
comes  from  the  Friars  Wash  Pumping  Station  through 
a service  reservoir  at  Run  ley  Wood,  Luton,  and  an 
18"  main  which  runs  from  that  point  to  the  centre 
of  Dunstable, 

There  was  no  reported  shortage  during  the  year. 


2256 

mi 

million 

million 

gallons 

gallons 

F rom 

Wells 

within  the  Borough 

323.8 

222,4 

F rom 

Wells 

at  Fr i ars  Wash 

188.6 

323.5 

432,^ 

525.3 
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(a)  Sources  and  Consumption  (Cont’d) 

This  is  equal  to  a daily  average  consumption  of 
1,441  million  gallons  during  1957* 

(b)  Quali ty. 

A total  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  samples 
were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  by 
the  Eastern  Gas  Board  during  the  year  and  copies 
of  the  Reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  These  show  that  the  results 
generally  were  very  sat i sf actory ? one  sample 
showed  a slight  abnormality  in  that  some  bacterial 
impurity  including  organisms  of  the  co 1 i~aerogenes 
group  was  found  but  a check  sample  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  v>nthln  a few  days  and  a 
further  follow-up  sample  taken  by  the  Board  were 
found  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

A typical  bacteriological  report  was  as  follows  s- 

^'This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It 
is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance  and  of 
the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity 
indicative  of  a wholesome  water  suitable 
for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes,*' 

Four  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis, 
three  from  the  outlet  pump  at  the  Dunstable  V'ater 
Works  and  one  from  the  Friars  Wash  supply  as  it 
enters  Dunstable.  The  reports  were  very  similar 
and  were  as  follows  s- 

Dunstable  IVorks, 

''This  sample  Is  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance.  The  water  is  neutral  In 
reaction,  hard  In  character  but  not  to 
an  excessive  degree,  contains  no  excess 
of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in 
solution  and  it  is  free  from  Iron  and 
other  metals. 

It  Is  of  very  satisfactory  organic 
quality  and  of  the  highest  standard  of 
bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  indicative  of  a pure 
and  v^holesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes," 


(b)  Quail ty  (Cont'd) 

Friars  Hash, 

"This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and 
bright  in  appearance  since  It  shows 
only  vary  faint  opalescence  and  carries 
only  a few  particles  of  matter  In  sus- 
pension, The  water  Is  neutral  In  re- 
action, very  hard  in  character  though 
not  excessively  so,  contains  no  excess 
of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in 
solution  and  it  Is  free  from  metals  apart 
from  a minute  trace  of  iron. 

It  is  of  very  satisfactory  organic 
quail ty. 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis 
these  results  are  indicative  of  a pure 
and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public 
supply  purposes  apart  from  the  objection 
that  it  is  very  hard," 

( c ) Mew  Viorks, 

No  major  alterations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  but  the  following  work  was  carried  out  as  the 
result  of  development  in  the  town 

1,  M'early  4g  miles  of  new  mains  in  sizes 
up  to  18"  diameter  were  laid  during 
1957 • This  included  part  of  the  nev; 
trunk  main  from  Luton, 

2,  563  New  services  were  connected  to 
properties  in  the  new  estates, 

3,  During  the  year  "service"  included  the 
fitting  of  2,63^  new  v/ashers  on  taps, 

(d ) P lumbo-Solvency. 

The  presence  of  both  permanent  and  temporary  hard- 
ness in  the  water  suggests  that  any  plumbo- 
solvency  Is  most  unlikely  but  no  specific  tests 
have  been  carried  out  in  the  area. 
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( e)  i^Isk  of  Contam I nai  i on» 

There  are  no  special  risks  involved  in  collection  or 
distribution  but  all  water  Is  chlorinated, 

( f ) Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  Supplied, 

Every  house  In  the  town  is  supplied  from  the  town 
mains.  There  are  no  private  supplies.  The  number 
of  houses  in  the  borough  vjithout  a separate  piped 
supply  Is  very  small, 

3.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE, 

I am  indebted  to  the  Oorough  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
for  the  following  information  regarding  drainage  and 
sewerage 

(a)  Sewerage  Generally. 

Apart  from  extensions  to  sev;ers  on  privately 
developed  estates,  no  major  works  of  Foul  Uater 
drainage  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year  in- 
side the  Oorough  boundaries.  However,  work  was  put 
in  hand  for  the  drainage  of  an  area  in  the  vicinity 
of  Marina  Drive  by  pumping  into  the  main  sewer  in 
Beacon  Avenue,  and  a scheme  was  prepared  for  relaying 
the  Houghton  Regis  main  outfall  sewer  from  the 
village  green  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  V/orks, 

( b ) New  Viorks, 

By  the  end  of  the  year  most  of  the  heavy  construc- 
tional v/ork  was  completed,  and  pumps  and  other 
machinery  were  being  installed.  Although  the  con- 
tract had  gone  beyond  the  original  completion  date, 

It  was  hoped  at  that  time  that  the  works  would  be  in 
operation  In  the  early  Spring  of  195^* 

A.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  Borough, 

5.  PUB  Lie  CLEANSING. 

The  Public  Health  Department  is  responsible  for  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  Refuse  and  Salvage,  the  Borough 
Surveyor’s  Department  being  responsible  for  Street  Cleansing 
and  Gully  Emptying, 
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(a)  [Refuse  Collection. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Corough  has 
increased  by  almost  fifty  per  cent  in  the  past  ten 
years,  from  4,723  houses  in  1947  to  6,746  houses  in 
1957  number  is  increasing  daily. 

This  fact,  and  the  continued  shortage  of  suitable 
labour,  has  made  the  task  of  maintaining  a regular 
satisfactory  service  very  difficult.  That  it  has 
been  possible  reflects  great  credit  upon  the  nucleus 
of  long  service  employees  and  an  indication  of  the 
lack  of  continuity  in  the  service  Is  given  by  the 
naoas  contained  in  the  Wages  Book,  Of  the  eighteen 
employees  now  collecting  refuse  only  nine  were  in 
the  book  In  January,  1957  st^id  during  the  year  twenty- 
two  names  were  either  added-  or  deleted,  ’tly  job  was 
made  much  easier  and  the  service  was  Improved  by  the 
appointment  of  dr,  Arthur  lest  as  Foreman  in  April, 
since  that  time  all  complaints  and  requests  for 
special  service  have  been  Investigated  promptly  and 
courteously  and  the  men  have  responded  to  his 
capable  supervision, 

A v;eekly  collection  has  been  maintained  In  most  parts 
of  the  town  throughout  the  year  and  where  it  was  not 
possible  It  could  usually  be  attributed  to  an  old 
and  unreliable  vehicle  which  has  now  been  taken  from 
service,  ' 


'^he  vehicles  used  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of 
refuse  during  1957  were  as  follo'ws  !- 


Aound  1,  One  Karri  er  Game  Cock  18/20  cubic  yard 
rear  loading  Dual  Tip  vehicle  purchased 

1956. 

Gcund  2,  OneiLewin  ’Compressing’  vehicle  purchased 
in  1948. 


Aound  3»  Cne  Bedford  12  cubic  yard  -aide  loading 

vehicle  purchased  in  1957  assisted  by  one 
7 cubic  yard  Karri er  Bantam  purchased  in 
1947  used  principally  on  rear  access 
roads  where  a large  vehicle  cannot  travel. 
This  last  named  vehicle  is  also  used  for 
the  collection  of  trade  refuse  and 
special  collections 
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(s)  nsfuse  Collection  (Cbnt^d) 


In  addition  the  Department  has  one  Karrier  Bantam 
open  truck  purchased  in  1952  used  by  the  Foreman 
for  special  collections  indu'd  ing  salvage  from 
shops  and  factories. 

Servicing  and  maintenance  is  carried  out  to  a 
regular  programme  and  the  drivers  are  encouraged  to 
take  a pride  in  their  vehicles  - this  is  evidenced 
in  the  appearance  which  is  a credit  to  the  town 
they  serve. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  an  accurate  estimate  of 
the  total  weight  of  refuse  collected  but  for  one 
week  in  November  every  load'cf  hcase  refuse  was 
weighed  giving  a total  of  tens  3 cwts. 

2 qrs,  collected  in  forty-one  loa’ds.  If  this  can 
be  considered  as  an  average  weekly  amount  produced 
by  the  town  an  approximate  total  of  5)5'!^’  tons  was 
collected  from  domestic  producers.  This  is  ex- 
cluding all  special  collectionSj  trade  refuse  and 
salvaged  materials,  this  latter  item  alone  totalling 
311  tons. 

(b)  Defuse  Disposal,  ' 

6,717  Loads  of  various  types  of  refuse  were 
deposited  at  the  Council*s  Controlled  Tip  at 
Whipsnade  Doad  during  the  year  summarised  as 
follows  s- 

Public  Health  Department 


Lorry  S,  1,  (open  truck)  ...  ..  I54  loads. 

Lorry  S.  2.  (dual  tip)..  ..  .,  676 

Lorry  S,  3»  (Lewin)  ,.  ..  ']2^  " 

Lorry  S,  4.  (Bantam)  ..  5^3  ” 

Lorry  S,  (Bedford)  ..  7^4  ” 

Hjghyyays  Department. 

Lorry *.-475  ’’ 

Tractor  and  trailer 5^^^  ” 

Lewin  Road  Sweeper  248  ” 

Luton  Rural  District  Council. 

Lorries,.  ..  ..  ..  244 
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Refuse  Disposal  (Cont’d) 


!n  addition  2,429  loads  were  brought  in  by  outside 
contractors  from  local  businesses,  factories  or  from 
the  extensive  Public  Works  v^hich  were  In  progress  as 
a result  of  the  town's  rapid  development,  idany  of 
these  loads  were  suitable  for  covering  material  and 
consequently  all  refuse  was  covered  adequately  and 
immediately,  but  the  number  of  loads  brought  by 
private  contractors  became  sc  groat  It  was  necessary 
to  restrict  the  amount  to  prevent  the  too  rapid 
filling  of  the  limited  tipping  space  available. 
Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  a new  site  for 
tipping  were  continued  but  were  nc^ cone luded , this 
was  causing  some  anxiety  by  the  end  of  the  year  since 
the  existing  Tip  was  at  surrounding  ground  level  in 
some  parts. 

The  Tip  was  maintained  in  excellent  condition 
throughout  the  year  although  only  one  man  was  en- 
gaged thereon. 

The  Bristol  Angle-dozer  purchased  In  April  195^  con- 
tinued to  give  good  service.  The  cost  of  running 
this  vehicle  including  loan  charges  amounted  to  £492 
during  the  1957/^953  financial  year,  this  should  be 
compared  with  the  probable  cost  of  the  additional 
labour  which  would  have  been  absolutely  essential  to 
deal  with  the  volume  of  refuse  If  mechanical  power 
were  not  used. 

Salvage 

Waste  paper  and  other  salvage  is  collected  and 
carried  in  trailers  attached  to  the  refuse  collecting 
vehicles.  A separate  collection  Is  made  from  the 
larger  shops  and  business  premises. 

Although  the  Board  Mills  v;ith  whom  the  Council  have 
a Contract  for  the  disposal  of  all  waste  paper,  etc, 
had  to  maintain  their  restriction  on  the  amount  the 
Council  were  allowed  to  send,  v/e  were  able  to  find 
another  outlet  for  a surplus  of  fibreboard  which  we 
were  collecting  and  as  a result  our  income  exceeded 
estimates  by  over  LJOQ, 


(c)  Salvage  (Cont’d) 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  and  value  of 
salvage  collected  during  1957  compared  with  195^ 


'll, Ml" fllMi 

*1 

Year  195^ 

Year  1957 

Material  jj 

H tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lb. 

f tons;  cwts. 

1 qrs, : lb. 

Paper  . , , , {j  2^2 

10 

1 290  ; 3 

ill- 

Heavy  Iron  . , ij  6 

17 

3 

- 

1 7 i 10 

i 3 ! •* 

Rags. . . . . , j!  2 

11 

3 

14 

3 ! 18 

1 i 14 

Brass,  Lead,  ;} 

if  i 

Alum i n i urn , Copper n 

13 

1 

15 

1 112 

1 1 i 19 

Tins 1!  20 

- 

- 

- 

i 8 ( - 

j - i 

VALUE.,  jj  £ 2 

,291. 

15s,  3d. 

! £ 2,594. 

15s.  4d. 

( d ) Public  Health  Department  Depot, 


Further  steps  were  taken  during  the  year  towards  the 
establishment  of  a new  Public  Health  department 
Depot  and  It  Is  hoped  that  concrete  proposals  will 
be  approved  by  the  Council  as  soon  as  the  proposed 
new  site  is  acquired* 

( e ) Cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

One  cesspool  was  abolished  during  the  year  and  the 
factory  it  served  connected  to  the  sewer* 

Unfortunately  It  Is  still  necessary  to  connect  some 
new  development,  particularly  in  the  Tring  Road  area, 
to  cesspools  and  two  were  constructed  during  the 
year. 

The  number  is  use  still  remains  small  and  the 
majority  are  In  the  outlying  districts  giving  rise 
to  no  nuisance. 

The  work  of  emptying  Is  undertaken  by  the  Luton 
Rural  District  Council  who  have  the  necessary 
mechanical  plant. 

Thirteen  emptyings  were  carried  out  during  the  year 
at  a cost  of  £33*  Corporation, 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  CF  THE  AREA 


(>• 


The  following  schedules  give  details  and  number  of 
inspections  made  and  the  results  of  notices  served  s- 


General  Sanitation. 


Drain  tests  ..  ‘ 18 

liater  supply.,  5 

Drainage  352 

Stables  and  piggeries  j 6 

Accumulations  38 

National  Assistance  Act  43 

Fried  fish  shops  ..  ..  ..  ,,  ..  1 

Hotels  and  lodging  houses ’ 11 

Let-i  n-LodgI  ngs ^ 

An  Imals ..  11 

Tents,  vans  and  sheds  j 206 

Dilapidated  buildings * I3 

Hospitals  2 

Factories  - with  power..  i 73 

- without  power  ..  ..  ....  I 3 

Swimming  Poo  1 ^ 11 

'Workplaces 12 

Bakehouses  g 

Hairdressers ,,  ! 2 

Public  Conveniences  ,,  ' 174 

Theatres  and  places  of  Entertainment  ..  j 10 

Licensed  premises ^ I7 

Refuse  collection.,  ,.  .,  ,,  ..  333 

Refuse  disposal  ..  = I38 

Rats,  mice  and  rabbits 208 

Atmospheric  Pollution  I 23 

Schco  Is. . . , , ^ ^ ^ \ ^ 

Shops I 155 

General  administration  and  miscellaneous  ..  i 655 

Interviews gg2 

Offensive  smells  ,,  ..  ,,  , 37 

Public  Mortuary ..  ..  ! 4 


Hqus i nq . 

Under  Public  Health  Acts.  { 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .,  ..  i 304 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  .,  ..  ! 10^7 
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6. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  (Cont’d) 


Hous ! nq  (Cont’d) 

Under  Housing  Acts» 

Number  of  houses  Inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  ♦ 

Cverc rowd i ng. 


1557 


243 

522 


Number  of  houses  inspected  *, 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses  «. 

Filthy  and  Verminous  Premises. 

Number  of  houses  inspected 
Visits  paid  to  above  houses 


Rent  Act  ..  .* 

Housing  Applications 
Improvement  Grants 

Infectious  Diseases, 


Inquiries  in  cases  of  infectious 

d i seases 

Visits  re  disinfection  

Miscellaneous  Infectious  disease 

visits 


School  disinfected 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection, 

Inspection  of  Meat, 

Visits  to  slaughterhouse,. 
Visits  to  shops  and  stores  ,, 

Visits  to  other  premises,,  .. 

Total  meat  inspection  visits  .. 

Visits  tot- 

Butchers  

Canteens  ,,  

Dairies  and  milk  distributors,. 
Fishmonger  and  poulterers  ,, 


23 

45 


13 

30 

140 

263 

243 


356 

3 

18 

17 


65 

2d 

1 

19 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection  ( C o n t ’ d ) 


Visits  tot-  (Cont*d) 


Food  preparing  premises.. 

G rccers  . . . . 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  .. 

Ice-cream  premises 

Market  stalls..  ..  ..  .•  •• 

ilestaurants 

Street  vendors  and  hawkers’  carts.. 

Other  food  premises  

Meat  delivery  vehicles  

Visits  in  connection  with  samplinq?- 

Milk  bacteriological  

Ice-cream  ..  ..  ••  ..  •• 

V/ater 

Swimming  rool,,  .,  .«  ..  .♦ 


25 

1G2 

47 

10^ 

360 

4C 

14 

31 

3 


10 

40 


1 

iQ 


iv'i  rscellaneous  food  visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  5 

Unsound  food  ..  * «•  "I-G 

Pet  Animals  Act  .*  .*  •«  1 


1357 


Number  of  Abatement  Notices  served ^ 5 

Number  of  Abatement  Notices  complied  with  i 5 
Number  of  Informal  Notices  given  .,  ,,  ,,  ..  252 
Number  of  informal  Notices  complied  with  ..  .«  22^ 


SCHEDULE  OF  WOPK  DONE 


( a)  Structural  Alterations 


Dustbins  provided  

Chimneys  repaired  and/or  pots  renewed 
Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed  •. 
Hearths  repaired .. 


20 

20 

5 

2 
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SCHEDULE  OF  VIOnK  DONE  (Cont’d) 


; 1957 

(a)  Structural  Alterations  (Cont’d)  } 


Chimney  flues  improved  j 1 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ..  . • i‘  26 

Hoofs  repaired i 3^ 

Rainwater  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ^ I9 

Adequate  natural  light  provided 1 

Adequate  ventilation  provided  i 2 

Dampness  remedied  ..  ,,  ..  ..  ..  ; 21 

Internal  walls  repaired  ..  I 3^ 

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  J 2G 

Boundary  walls  rebuilt  4 

Entrance  doors  and  frames  repaired  or 

renewed  ? 6 

Windows  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ; 5 

L'indow  sills  repaired  or  renewed  ,,  , 28 

External  walls  repaired,  repointed  or  j 

rendered  7 

Paving  repaired  or  renewed 1 

Cold  water  storage  tanks  renewed  i 2 

Burst  water  service  pipes  repaired  i 7 

External  painting  carried  out  1 

Weatherboards  and  weatherbars  provided  to  | 

doors  i 4 

Door  stops  repaired  or  renewed  ..  *.  ••  i 2 

Floors  repaired  or  renewed 17 

Food  stores  provided  or  improved  ..  .»  i 1 

Rooms  and  staircases  decorated  ,,  j 25 

Miscellaneous  1 2 

V/ater  stop  cocks  repaired  or  renewed..  ; 2 

Outbuildings  rebuilt  or  repaired  ..  f 2 


(b)  Vi/ater  Closets  and  Drainage  Defects  (Houses). 


Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  .,  j 25 
W*C,  structures  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ( I7 

Brickwork  to  inspection  chambers  repaired 

and/or  covers  and  frames  renewed  | 10 

Inspection  chambers  provided  ..  ..  ,.  j 24 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed ( I3 

W,C.  seats  renewed ..  .,  3 

W.C,  pedestals  renewed  I II 

Joints  between  W.C,  and  flush  pipe  repaired  2 

Drains  repaired  or  relaid  ..  .,  ,,  ..  I 22 

New  drains  laid I “^1 
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SCHEDULE  OF  I'QRK  DONE  (Cont’d) 


(b)  V/ater  Closets  and  PralnagG  Defedts  (Houses)  (ContM ) ^ 


Soil  pipes  provided  or  repaired  

Gulleys  provided  ..  ^ 

Gulley  dishings  or  surrounds  repaired  and 

renewed  ^ 

V/«Gs  provided  or  rebuilt..  ,,  * 

Sinks  provided 

Washbasins  provided 

Baths  renewed . . 

Draining  boards  to  sinks  provided  ! 

Internal  v;ater  supply  provided  ,,  .. 

Yeard  paving  repaired  or  laid 

Soakaways  provided  or  renewed 

Drains  sealed  ..  

(c)  Food  Hygiene  Gegulations. 


Storage  of  returnable  containers  improved 
Warnings  given  re  smoking  whilst  handling  food  . 
Names  and  addresses  provided  on  stalls  .. 
Refrigerator  linings  repaired  or  renewed  .. 
Use  of  unsuitable  food  rooms  discontinued 

Hot  water  supply  provided  

Wash  basins  provided  

Sinks  provided 

First  aid  kits  provided  

Towels  and/cr  soap  and/or  nailbrushes  provided  i 

Internal  walls  repaired  

Ceilings  repaired  or  renewed  

Food  rooms  cleansed  and/or  redecorations 

carried  out  ; 


Equipment  cleansed  repaired  or  renewed  .. 
Food  display  and  storage  improved 
'Wrapping  of  food  Improved  .. 

Lighting  of  food  rooms  improved 
Ventilation  of  food  rooms  Improved,,  ,, 
Floors  repaired  or  renewed 
'Water  supply  provided  


Personal  cleanliness  improved,. 

Clothes  storage  accommodation  provided 
Adequate  lighting  provided  to  W,Cs* 

"Wash  your  hands"  L'otices  provided 
Handling  of  food  during  delivery  improved 
Meat  vehicles  provided  with  offal  bins  ,, 


in  W.c 


• • 


# • 


SCHEDULE  OF  WORK  DONE  (Conl’d) 

•••••  1 • (4« 

(d)  HospI tals,  I 

Chimney  flues  Improved..  I 

( e)  Shops.  ( 

Vi^Gscleensed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

Separate  sanitary  accommodation  provided  for 

both  sexes  1 

W.G.  flushing  cisterns  repaired  j 

New  seat  provided  to  Vi,C  I 

Heating  improved  j 

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ..  J 

(f)  F ac tori es.  I 

Blocked  drains  cleared..  ..  

Rain  water  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .. 

Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Dustbins  provided 

(g)  Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises. 

Dustbins  provided ..  .. 

( h ) Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

W.G,  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed.. 

( i ) Foul  Cond i t i ons 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  

Obstructed  sewers  referred  tn  Borough  Surveyor 

( j ) General  Accumulations 

Accumulations  removed 

( k ) Tentsj  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Standings  Improved  

Unlicensed  caravans  moved  on  

( l)  Atmospheric  Pollution. 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 


1957 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


12 

40 


3 


1 

2 
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SCHEDULE  OF  WORK  DONE  (Cont^d) 


! 1957 

(m)  Infectious  ">Isease» 

Rooms  disinfected  after  notifiable  disease  - 

Rooms  disinfected  after  non— not i f i ab Te  j 

disease  ; 3 

(n)  i.ljlk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  I 

Protection  provided  to  milk  on  vehicles.*  j 1 


( o )  Bakehouses. 


Redecoration  carried  out,,  ., 
Equipment  repaired  or  renewed,. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES  - Section  IO7  Public  Health  Act,  193^. 

Section  8^  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act, 
1907,  requiring  the  registration  of  Marine  Store  Dealers* 
premises  and  for  the  keeping  of  records  is  ?n  force  in  the 
Borough.  There  are  only  two  premises  registered,  both 
dealing  in  scrap  metal  and  rags. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1^37 


Information  as  to  tho  number  of  Inspections  made, 
notices  served  and  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of 
the  above  Act  are  set  out  bclowt 


(l)  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  Of  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 


Number  of 


Prem ! ses 


Number 

on  .fl'iritten  Occupiers 

Register* I nspcc t i ons ’ No t i cos  Prosecuted 


( I )Fac tori es  In 
which  Sections  ^ 

1, 2,3,4  and  6 

are  to  be  en—  8 

forced  by 

Local  A,uthorj-  ^ 
ti es. . 

0 

j 

— 

~ 

i i )Fac tori es  not 

Included  in 
( i ) above  i n 
which  Section  7' 
is  enforced  by  ' 
the  Local  i 

Authority., 

13 

3 

- 

I i )0ther  Prem I ses 

In  which 

Section  7 Is 
enforced  by  ; 

the  Local  3 

Authority.. 

(excluding  out-*‘ 
workers’  .. 
premises).,  f' 

«!• 

- 

TOTAL  ..  1 125 

32 

3 

•• 
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(2)  CASES  IM  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Part iculars 

Number  of  cases  In  which 
defects  v^/cre  found 

J deferred 

Number  of 
cases  In 
which  pro— 

; secut i ons 
'Were  In- 
}st  i tuted. 

Found 

To 

Re  H.M.  In- 

medied'.  spector 

3y  ; 

H.M.  In-, 
specie  rl 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Unreasonable 

1 

-0  — 

1 ! 

1 - 

temperature 

I nad equate 

venti lation  . , 

( na:l equate 
lighting 

San  I tary 

ConvenI encesJ 

( a ) I nsuf f I c I en t. • 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

(c)  dot  separate 

for  sexes  ,, 

Other  offences  (not 
I nc lud I ng 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 


TOTAL 


3 


34 


(3)  OUTWORK  SECTIONS  llC  and  111 
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7,  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS,  Section  2^9  Public  Health  Act, 

Three  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for 
licences  authorising  the  persons  to  allow  land  occupied  by 
then  within  the  district  to  be  used  as  sites  for  moveable 
dwellings.  One  licence  was  granted  after  adequate  sanitary 
accommoiat ion  had  been  provided  and  subject  to  conditions 
laid  down  by  the  Council,  this  site  can  accommodate  six 
caravans  only. 

One  of  the  other  applications  was  refused  because 
the  site  did  not  satisfy  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the 
Council  but  the  occupier  having  sought  the  Council's  re- 
quirements expressed  intention  of  complying  therewith. 

The  third  application  was  considered  in  January, 

I95Q  and  was  also  refused. 

Eight  applications  for  licences  to  station  in- 
dividual caravans  were  received  during  the  yearj  three  all 
associated  with  local  building  operation,  were  granted  a 
limited  licence?  one  was  refused  since  the  applicant  could 
not  comply  with  the  Council’s  requirements  and  the  other 
four  were  not  dealt  with  until  January,  195^?  when  they  were 
granted  a limited  licence. 

An  application  for  the  renewal  of  the  licence  granted 
the  previous  year  to  station  six  caravans  for  twelve  months 
was  received  and  granted  for  a further  twelve  months. 

Two  unlicensed  caravans  were  removed  during  the  year 
after  Informal  action  by  the  Oepartment, 

8.  ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTiCN' 

Amongst  the  nevy  powers  provided  by  the  Clean  Air  Act, 
1556  was  one  requiring  notification  of  the  installation  of 
new  furnaces.  Two  such  notifications  were  received  during 
the  year  from  local  factories. 

The  absence  of  any  serious  nuisance  from  smoke  made 
it  unnecessary  to  consider  the  possibility  of  introducing 
smoke  control  areas  but  it  must  not  be  overlooked  that  the 
new  Act  is  designed  to  ’’maintain”  as  well  as  ’’obtain”  Clean 

Air, 
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8.  ATMCSPHERIC  POLLUTION  (Cont’d) 


Three  smoke  nuisances  from  factories  within  the 
Dorough  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  the  neigh- 
bouring ilural  District  were  asked  to  deal  with  one  just 
outside  the  Borough  boundary#  The  three  within  the 
Borough  were  satisfactorily  abated,  one  by  an  improvement 
in  the  stoking  technique,  one  by  a change  of  fuel  and  the 
thf'rd  by  finding  an  alternative  outlet  for  rubbish  which 
was  being  burnt, 

% SWlivIMINQ  POOLS. 

There  is  one  swimming  pool  in  the  Borough  open  to 
the  general  public. 

It  is  privately  owned,  open  air,  and  the  water 
which  is  supplied  from  Its  own  deep  well  Is  constantly 
circulating  and  is  filtered,  chlorinated  and  aerated, 

'dost  of  the  local  schools  use  the  pool  for 
swimming  Instruction  during  the  summer  and  a constant 
watch  Is  therefore  maintained  on  the  quality  of  the  water. 

Ten  samples  of  the  bath  v/ater  wore  taken  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  who  examine  the  water  bacteriolog ically  and  for 
the  presence  of  free  chlorine# 

All  the  samples  were  found  to  be  reasonably 
sat i sf actory, 

10,  PLACES  OF  PUBLIC  ENTEHTA I NMEMT. 


There  Is  only  one  cinema  within  the  Borough  and 
regular  Inspection  of  the  sanitary  accommodation  has 
been  carried  out. 

The  County  Council  as  Licensing  Authority  were 
provided  with  the  necessary  annual  Certificate  that  the 
sanitary  accommodation  v/as  adequate  and  had  been  main- 
tained satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

As  a result  of  constant  watchfulness  a satis- 
factory standard  of  hygiene  is  now  obtained  in  the  food 
stalls  and  sanitary  accommodation  which  accompany  the 
Annual  Statute  Fair, 
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11,  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 


Particulars  of  the  action  taken  for  the  eradication 
of  bed  bugs  is  set  out  below  s- 


(a)  Number  of  Council  Houses  1, 

2. 

(b)  Number  of  Other  Houses  1* 

2. 

12.  RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  agreed  In  April  to  the  appointment  of  Mr, 
A,  J,  Kirby,  one  of  the  Council’s  refuse  collectors,  as  a pa 
part-time  rodent  operative.  tVir.  Kirby  was  trained  by  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  Rodent  Division  and  has 
carried  out  the  work,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bubllc 
Health  Inspectors  very  satisfactorily.  A total  of  IO5 
surface  infestations  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  in- 
volving 273  visits  by  the  rodent  operative  and  133  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors. 

An  analysis  of  the  infestations  is  detailed  below  i- 


1331 

Infested  ..  1 

Disinfested  , 1 

I nf ested  ....  - 

Disinfested  ,, 


1 

Local  Authority  Dwelling  Houses 


Rats  Mice  Rats  Mice  ; 


Business  Premises 


Rats  Mice 
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A baiting  and  poisoning  treatment  of  the  sewers  was 
carried  out  between  24th  June  and  l^th  July. 

A test  bait  of  64  manholes  showed  a take  at  33  o’f 
them.  Subsequently  33  manholes  were  prebaited  and  poisoned 
with  damp  sausage  rusk  and  2|^  zinc  phosphide,  73  showing  a 
prebait  take  including  37  complete  takes. 


The  results  showed  the  central  and  northern  parts  of 
the  town  to  be  heavily  Infested, 

Treatment  was  carried  out  throughout  the  system  in 
and  around  the  areas  together  with  a small  section  of  sewer 
near  the  western  boundary  of  the  borough. 
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12.  RODENT  CONTROL  (CONT’D) 


Two  complaints  of  rabbit  infestation  \^/e^e  dealt  with 
during  the  year.  One  on  the  western  boundary  and  the  other 
on  the  south-east  boundary  of  the  borough.  In  both  instances 
the  County  Pest  Officer  accepted  responsibility  since  they 
were  associated  with  agricultural  land  just  beyond  the 
boundary. 


SECTION  D:- 


H0U3ING 




a.  Unfit  Properties. 

The  tabulated  information  previously  required  in  the 
Annual  Report  is  now  supplied  to  the  Ministry  on  a special 
form  every  quarter,  A summary  of  the  action  taken  during 
the  year  is  therefore  substituted  i~ 

Seven  Individual  unfit  houses  were  represented 
to  the  Public  Health  Committee  during  the  year 
— Nos.  ] f 8,  9 Chapel  Vialk  and  Nos, 

130  and  132  High  Street  South, 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  each  case  since 
they  are  associated  v/ith  other  buildings  which 
would  have  been  affected  by  immediate 
demoli tion, 

Tv/enty-nine  houses  which  had  been  the  subject 
of  previous  Orders  were  demolished  during  the 
year. 


Dunstable  Clearance  Areas 

Nos.  1,  2 and  3,  I955 

(St,  Mary’s  Street /Chapel 

V.'alk/Ashton  Street).  ..  I3  houseso 

Dunstable  (Church  Street) 

Clearance  Order  195^  ..  5 houses. 


Nos.  1^3  1^5  Church 

Stree t( ad jacent  to  the 

above).  ..  ..  ..  2 houses. 


Nos.  1,2,3?A,5j^  7 

Queen’s  Terrace,  Church 

Street  7 houses. 
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a.  Unfit  Properties  (Cont’d) 

Nos«  138  and  140  Church  Street  2 houses* 

A total  of  43  families  comprising  162  persons  were 
rehoused  from  unfit  properties  by  the  Council  during 
the  year.  TFey  consisted  of  fifteen  families  from 
properties  in  private  ownership  and  28  families  from 
unfit  properties  owned  by  the  Council,  The  unfit 
properties  owned  by  the  Council  and  which  the 
Council  agreed  during  the  year  to  close  included 
The  headway  Chalets,  prefabricated  bungalows  con- 
structed for  the  Ministr/  of  Aircraft  Production 
during  the  war  and  two  blocks  of  cottage  property 
No,  3 "to  22  (all  numbers  inclusive)  Manchester  Place 
and  227  to  235  High  Street  North, 

547  Houses  were  insp'^cted  for  defects  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  during  the  year  and 
1589  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose, 

107  Houses  were  made  fit  as  the  result  of  informal 
action  by  the  Department  during  the  year  and  4 made 
fit  after  the  service  of  Statutory  Notices. 

b,  Overc  rowdl nq. 


Forty-five  visits  were  made  In  respect  of  suspected 
overcrowding  at  twenty-three  premises.  Some  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  premises  purchased  by  non-nat i on? Is  for 
occupation  by  their  fellow  countrymen  but  it  was  found  by 
regular  inspection  and  visiting  co-operation  was  achieved, 

c.  Rent  Act,  1957* 

This  Act  came  into  force  on  the  6th  July  and  in- 
creased the  work  of  the  Department  considerably. 

The  primary  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority  is 
in  dealing  with  applications  from  tenants  for  ’’Certificates 
of  Disrepair”  which  entitles  them  to  v/ithhold  payment  of  any 
rent  increase  demanded  under  the  Act, 

Although  the  Act  is  ostensibly  one  for  Landlord  and 
Tenant  the  procedure  is  rather  complicated  and  difficult  for 
the  average  person  to  understand  and  much  time  has  had  to  be 
spent  advising  both  parties  — not  on  any  particular  cases 
but  with  general  information  as  to  the  administration. 
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c 


Rent  Act,  1957  (Oont’d) 


The  following  table  shows  the  details  of  applications 
received  but  gives  little  indication  of  the  detailed  work 
Involved  - each  application  sets  off  a succession  of  forms 
commencing  usually  with  a Form  *’01"  and  proceeding  through  the 
alphabet  until  Form  ’’R”  Is  reached.  Each  form  has  to  be 
scrutinised  carefully,  since  mistakes  are  easy  and  frequent, 
and  each  statement  made  by  either  landlord  or  tenant  has  to 
be  checked  as  to  Its  reasonableness  having  due  regard  to  the 
age,  character  and  locality  of  the  dwelling. 

The  fact  that  only  forty  applications  were  received 
in  the  five  months  suggests  that  the  majority  of  tenants 
accepted  rent  increases  without  recourse  to  delaying  action 
and  it  was  found  in  many  instances  that  even  where  a tenant 
had  received  a ’’Certificate  of  Disrepair”  the  increased  rent 
was  still  being  paid. 

The  Act  does  not  seem  to  have  given  the  desired 
impetus  to  repair  work  that  had  been  envisaged  and  it  Is 
likely  that  powers  contained  In  other  Acts  will  have  to  be 
used  to  be  sore  that  the  Increased  rents  -are  spent  at  least 
to  some  extent  on  one  of  the  main  reasons  why  Increases  were 
perm i tted. 
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PART  I 


APPLICATIONS  FOR  CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  ..  ..  40 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  Issue  certificates..  - 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates  J- 

(a)  In  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ..  21 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects. V) 

(4)  Number  of  u nderta!<  I ngs  given  by  landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 21 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local 
Authority  under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 the 

First  Schedule  ..  ..  ..  ,,  ..  ,,  1 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued 11 

PART  11 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  CANCELLATION  OF  CERTIFICATES 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  - 

(s)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of 
certificates  ..  ,.  

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Aiuthority  to  cancel  in  spite 

oftenants ’objection  ..  ..  ,,  ,,  _ 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority 
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Improvement  Grants. 


Six  applications  for  grants  under  the  Housing  Act, 
15^9  the  Housing  Heparra  and  Aonts  Act,  193‘^f  wera 
received  during  the  year  and  grants  amounting  to  £^92.  12s, 
Od,  were  agreed  in  respect  of  five  of  the  applications, 
the  sixth  being  submitted  to  the  Council  in  January,  195^» 
All  applications  were  concerned  with  the  provision  of  in- 
ternal sanitary  accommodation,  baths,  lavatory  basins  and 
proper  ventilated  food  storage  accommodation  and  were  made 
by  owner/occupiers  in  each  case, 

it  is  unfortunate  that  more  ov;ners  of  the  many 
properties  in  the  town  which  do  not  satisfy  a modern 
standard  do  not  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities  provided 
by  this  Act, 


The  Improvements  of  which  grants  had  been  approved 
were  completed  in  six  houses  during  the  year. 

( e ) Mew  Housing, 

The  number  of  new  houses  completed  in  1957  was  J- 

187 

161 


( a)  By  Counc  i 1 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise 
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SECTION  E s- 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


1.  f^tlK  SUPPLY. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  tables  showing  the 
registration  under  the  milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  that 
there  are  now  only  distributors  and  dealers  concerned  in  the 
distribution  of  milk  In  this  area.  There  are  no  dairies  as 
such  and  no  dairymen.  All. milk  Is  delivered  in  sealed  con- 
tainers In  which  it  is  obtained. 

There  arc  ten  dealers  delivering  in  the  town  and  with 
two  exceptions  they  all  obtain  their  milk  from  the  same 
source.  The  other  distributors  are  local  shopkeepers  vjho 
maintain  a few  bottles  of  sterilised  milk  to  satisfy  their 
customers. 


Nineteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  the  results 
which  are  tabulated  below  indicate  that  they  were  all 
sat i sf actory. 


No.  Designation 

Result  of  i ‘ 

.Methylene  Blue 
Test 

Phosphtase  Test 

Turbid i ty 

1,  Pasteurised 

Sat ! sf actory 

Sat i sf actory 

2. 

n 

tf 

3. 

M 

ft 

4.  ” 

t? 

!f 

5.  ” 

n ! 

7,'  S ter i Used 

Sat i sf actory 

8, 

ft 

3. 

ft 

10.'  " 

tt 

11.  ” 

ft 

12,-  ” 

■ 

ft 

13* , Pasteur! sed 

Tf 

ft 

14. 

n 

n 

15«  Tuberculin 

: Tested  Past, 

M 

f(  1 

16, ’ Pasteur! sed 

rt 

ft 

17*  Tubercu 1 1 n 

: Tested  Past. 

!? 

fi 

18, ‘ Pasteurl sed 

If 

n j 

19«  Tuberculin 

* 

: T ested  Past, 

ft 

n i 
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Registration  under  the  'lilk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
1949  to  195^. 


The  state  of  the  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
as  follows! 

Distributors  of  Milk  39 

Dealer’s  Licences  authorising  the  use  of  Special 


Designations  s- 

(l)  Pasteurised 10 

( i i ) Steri  li  sed 32 

(iii)  Tuberculin  Tested  .«  10 


Supplementary  Licences  authorising  the  use  of 
Special  Designations  •- 

( i ) Pasteuri sed  7 

( i i ) Ster  i li  sed 3 

(iii)  Tuberculin  Tested.,  6 


ICE  CREAM. 

Registration  under  Section  iC  - Food  and  Drugs  /^ct, 

1955. 


The  state  of  the  registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
as  follov/s  !- 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  6l 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and 

sale  of  ice  cream 4 

Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947/1952 

Ice-cream  Is  only  produced  at  two  of  the  four  premises 
registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice-cream. 
Both  these  manufacturers  use  a complete  cold  mix  which 
they  obtain  from  the  same  source. 


(c ) Ice-cream  Sampling 


Twenty  samples  were  submitted  for  examination. 

Fourteen  were  placed  In  Grade  I,  tv/o  in  Grade  1!,  and 
four  i n Grade  Ml. 

RECORD  OF  ICE-CREAM  SAMPLES 


Identity  & No, 

Methylene  Blue  de- 

Provi s i onal. 

of  Sample, 

colourised  in  hours- 

Grading 

Remarks 

18752  1 4 + 

1 

Loose 

18753 

1§ 

3 

P re-packed 

18755 

4 + 

1 

Complete 

Cold  Mix 

18756 

2 

Complete 

C 0 Id  Mix 

18757 

1 

3 

Pre-packed 

18758 

4 + 

1 

Pre-packed 

18753 

1 

3 

Loose 

20076 

4 + 

1 

P re-packed 

20077 

4 + 

1 

Pre-packed 

20078 

4 ■+ 

1 

Pre-packed 

20079 

4 + 

1 

P re-packed 

20080 

3 

Complete 

Cold  Mix 

21256 

4 + 

1 

P re-packed 

21257 

4 + 

1 

Pre-packed 

21258 

4 + 

1 

Pre-packed 

21259 

4 + 

1 

Pre-packed 

21260 

4 + 

1 

Complete 

Cold  Mix 

21261 

4 + 

1 

Pre-packed 

21262 

4 + 

1 

Pre-packed 

21263 

2- 

2 

Complete 

; _ 

Cold  Mix 

(d ) Sampling  of  Milk  and  Water  Lollies. 

The  one  lolly  submitted  to  the  laboratory  had  a pH 
value  less  than  4 and  was  therefore  unsuitable  for 
exam  I nat ion* 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


3. 

(a)  S lauqhterhouse. 

There  is  still  only  the  one  slaughterhouse  In  the 
Borough,  this  being  privately  owned.  The  amount  of 
slaughtering  carried  out  here  provides  more  than 
enough  meat  to  supply  local  needs,  the  surplus 
being  transported  to  neighbouring  areas.  The  im- 
pending legislation  in  connection  with  slaughter- 
houses will  necessitate  considerable  improvements  at 
the  premises  and  the  owner  has  already  been 
approached  concerning  this  matter. 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  at  the  Slaughterhouse  during  the  year 
together  with  details  of  the  number  diseased  and 
percentages  of  the  number  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

The  second  table  reveals  once  again  that  the  de- 
crease in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  has  been 
maintained  except  in  the  case  of  calves,  the  de- 
crease in  the  case  of  cows  being  quite  considerable, 

'.•iith  reference  to  the  calves  it  will  be  noted  al- 
though the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  shows  an  in- 
crease on  the  past  three  years  only  two  carcases  out 
of  four  hundred  and  tv/enty  were  thus  affected. 
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CARCASES  AND  CFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  WHOLE  OR  [N  PART 


^ Cattle 
‘exclud  I ng 
; Cows 

Cowst 

- Sheep; 
a nd  . 

Calves'  Lambs!  Pigs 

Number  k 1 lied  (if  known),. 

! 1134 

402: 

420  j 4261  ' 3IC3 

Number  Inspected  •• 

; 1134 

402; 

420  ; 4261  1 3103 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 

culosis  and  Gystlcerci. 

Vih^le  carcases  condemned,. 

f 

f 

2 11  j 7 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  copdemned  .. 

123, 

4 , 197 : 147 

Percentage  of  the  number  In- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuborcu los i s and 
cysticercl  

j 20,6 

250^ 

1.4  . 4.9  ' 5.0 

Tuberculosis  only: 

lificlc  carcases  coridemned , . 

! 1 

- 

1 , - ^ 1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  Cumlemned 

4 u 

32 

- 1 - 1 53 

Percentage  of  tiie  nuuiber  i n- 
spected  affected  with 
tuberculosis  

4,1 

6.6^ 

0.2  - t 1.7 

Cyst  I cercos I si 

Carcases  of  v;hich  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

14 

3 

•*  M 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat- 
ment by  refrigeration 

14 

3 

^ ■ mm 

Generalised  and  totally 
cond  emned, 

mm  mm  mm 

40  - 


Cvsticercus  Bovjs 


Seventeen  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  discovered 
during  the  year  compared  with  six  in  all  cases  the 

condition  was  localised,  the  affected  parts  were  condemned 
and  the  remainder  of  the  offal  and  carcases  subjected  to  cold 
storage  treatment  for  a period  of  twenty-one  days  at  a 
temperature  not  exceeding  Farenheit  in  accordance  with 
Ministry  recommendations* 


Table  showing  comparative  percentage  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
in  animals  slaughtered  over  the  past  five  years  J- 


Cattle 

excluding  Cows 

Cows  i 

Calves  ' 

Pigs 

1953' 

8*62 

^ 20.74  i 

0.32  ‘ 

2.02 

1954; 

7. Cl 

23.25  = 

0.00  s 

1.94 

1355, 

6*2 

16.30  * 

0.00 

2.65 

1956  * 

4. 36 

11.5  ; 

0.00  ^ 

2.14 

1957^ 

4.1 

6.6  ! 

0.2 

1.7 
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Table  showing  monthly  totals  of  animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected  during  1957 


Month 

' Cattle  ex- 
^eluding  Cows 

Cows 

i Calves 

Sheep 
and  Lambs 

j Pigs 

Total 

January 

I 101 

5^’" 

57 

305 

i 324 

841 

February 

^ 68 

31 

32 

137 

i 201 

469 

March 

i 88 

46 

37 

156 

f *269 

596 

Apr i 1 \ 

May  ) 

! 185 

91 

j ^7 

535 

520 

1378 

June 

! 90 

24 

! 20 

417 

! 176 

727 

July  ) 

August  ) 

i 2U 

45 

29 

1099 

461 

1848 

September 

1 93 

46 

51 

437 

272 

899 

Oc  tober 

36 

44 

; 67 

404 

^ 246 

937 

November 

91 

^’3 

52 

405 

' 236 

827 

December 

108 

58 

28 

206 

: 398 

878 

TOTALS 

1134 

482 

420 

4261 

3103 

9400 

Table  showing  monthly  and  yearly  total  of  meat  from 
various  animals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  at 
the  Dunstable  Slaughterhouse  *- 


Month 

1 Bovine 

1 including  Calves 

1 

Sheep  ; 

Pigs  i 

Total  lbs. 

January  .. 

j m 

40 

80 

829 

February 

\ 602 

28 

62 

692 

March., 

i 1,125 

47 

76 

1,252 

April  ) 

May  ) • • 

1,12A 

145 

247 

1,516 

iJun6  •#  #• 

; 370 

27 

57 

454 

Ju  ly  ) 

August  ) 

1 1,102 

582 

202 

1,886 

September, , , 

1,221 

53 

100 

1,374 

October  .. 

1 613 

71 

148 

832 

November  ,, 

657 

i 35 

540 

1,232 

December  .. 

i 767 

15 

9S3 

1,745 

TOTALS  .. 

1 8,294 

; 1,043 

i 2,475 

11,812 

Slaughter  of 

Animals  Acts,  1533  and 

1551. 

Six  persons  are  licensed  under  the  above  Acts  to 
slaughter  animals  with  one  further  person  licensed  to 
slaughter  animals  whilst  under  the  supervision  of  any  person 
holding  a licence  not  subject  to  such  a condition. 

Meat  and  Food  Other  than  in  Slaughterhouse. 


The  number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  where  food  is 
prepared,  stored  or  offered  for  sale  was 882, 


The  following  table  shows  the  amount  and  variety  of 
foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  and  des- 
troyed or  utilised  for  animal  feeding  stuffs,  as  being  un- 
fit for  human  consumption 


Artie le 

Tins, Packets,  ; 

;Jars  or  Cartons 

lbs. 

Fru  i t. . 

IC3  1 

Meat 

♦ « 

Vegetab les, . 

• # 

28  1 

Fish.. 

• » 

0 1 

!'.l  I Ik  and  ere  am 

• • 

11 

Tomatoes  , . 

• * 

32 

God  roes 

4 4 

28 

Jam  and  marmalade 

14 

Soup  . . 

4 4 

2 : 

Chewing  gum 

4 4 

120 

Pease  pudding 

4 4 

1 ' 

Bloaters 

4 4 

14 

Sausages 

4 4 

r*  ^ 

Syrup. , 

4 4 

1 

Tomato  Puree 

4 4 

1 i 

i 

4 

Cheese  . . 

4 4 

Rice  . , 

1 i 

C 0 (d  • » » • 

4 4 

28 

Ham 

35i 

Grapefruit  Juic 

e. 

1 

Tomato  Juice 

• • 

2 

Spaghett 1 , . 

# • 

1 

(b)  FOOD  PREMISES  GENERALLY  - FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS, 

From  the  section  of  the  Schedule  of  Work  Done  headed 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  It  will  be  observed  that  con- 
siderable improvements  were  attained  at  food  premises  during 
the  year, 

in  order  to  achieve  those  results  it  will  be 
appreciated  that  a great  araount  of  work  was  done  In  this 
direction  and  although  we  are  not  yet  able  to  say  that  all 
our  food  premises  arc  yet  at  a stage  of  perfection  it  is 
pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  such  satisfactory  results, 

Vilth  the  continued  co-operation  of  the  traders  wo  have 
reason  to  hope  that  the  trend  v;ill  continue. 
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(b)  FOOD  PREMISES  GENERALLY-  GOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS, 
195S  - CONT’D 


A considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  food 
traders  visiting  Ounstable^s  Market,  which  abuts  a main  trunk 
road,  has  meant  constant  vigilance  by  the  Public  Health  In- 
spectors and  as  a result  a satisfactory  standard  is  main- 
tal ned. 


The  Council  agreed  to  the  Department’s  recommendation 
for  improved  refuse  storage  and  collection  of  refuse  at  the 
market  but  could  not  accede  to  the  request  for  water  supply 
and  washing  facilities  to  be  readily  accessible  to  the  food 
traders.  Thiw  will  however  be  reconsidered  when  the  site  of 
the  market  is  removed  to  more  permanent  quarters  as  en- 
visaged by  the  Town’s  Development  Plans,  In  the  meantime 
free  washing  facilities  arc  afforded  in  the  Ashton  Street 
Public  Conveniences  which  are  nearby, 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955.- 

Although  the  Bedfordshire  County  Council  are  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  and  as  such  are  mainly  responsible 
for  the  quality  and  standards  provisions  of  the  ..!ict 
certain  duties  still  remain  with  the  local  authority* 


The  total  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the 
Borough  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 


Bakers  (a)  Bakehouses  ..  '] 

(b)  Shops  ,,  ..  11 

Butchers  20 

Canteens  fa)  Factories  *.  11 

(b)  Hospital*.  ,,  1 

(c)  Shop  .,  1 

(d)  Schools  ..  10 

Chemists * ,,  ,,  ,,  4 

Clubs 10 

Fishmongers..  ,.  ,,  0 

Greengrocers  (a)  Retail  .*  I3 

(b)  V/holesale  ••  2 

Grocers  50 

IceCreamStore ,,  ,,  1 

Licensed  Premises  *.  26 

Off-licences  2 

Restaurants  and  Snack  Bars 25 

Sugar  Confectionery ..  21 
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The  number  and  kind  of  food  premises  registered  under 
Section  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  t- 


Proparation  of  fried  fish  ..  ..  ..  7 

Manufacture  of  sausages •.  34 

Preparation  of  cooked  meat,*  .*  ,,  •• 

Manufacture  of  meat  pies  ••  *•  ••  2 

Sale  and  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ••  *•  4 

Sale  of  Ice-cream  ••  ..  


No  formal  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  during 
the  year  but  the  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service  were  sought  on  two  occasions. 

The  following  action  was  taken  in  respect  of 
alleged  unsound  or  adulterated  food  s- 

( 1)  A fruit  loaf  sold  with  a small  nail  in 
It*  A prosecution  under  section  2 of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  sale  of 
food  not  of  the  nature,  substance  or 
quality  demanded  resulted  in  a £3.  fine, 

(2)  A jam  doughnut  alleged  to  have  been  sold 
with  a wasp  in  the  jam,  informal  action 
was  taken  at  the  bakery  but  the 
allegation  was  disputed  and  it  was  Im- 
possible to  prove  when  the  contamination 
occu  rred, 

(3)  Mould  growths  on  six  custard  tarts. 

Purchaser  delayed  bringing  into  office 

'with  consequent  difficulty  of  proving 
condition  when  purchased,  V/arnlng  letter 
sent  to  the  firm  selling  the  cakes, 

{4)  Green  mould  between  the  slices  of  a 

wrapped  cut  loaf,  deferred  to  another 
local  authority  in  whose  area  the  loaf 
was  purchased. 
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Home  made  slev^  alleged  to  have  bitter 
taste  and  to  have  caused  burning  of 
mouth  and  vomiting.  Sample  of  the  stew 
and  the  ^’Bisto’’  which  the  complainant 
bought  on  the  market  and  blamed  for 
the  unfitness  submitted  to  Public  Health 
Laboratory  but  no  abnormality  discovered. 

Turkey  alleged  to  be  ”high”  when  purchased, 
uneatable  on  cooking.  Investigation  at 
butchers  proved  bird  to  have  been  killed 
only  two  days  prior  to  Christmas  and  to 
have  been  stored  satisfactorily.  Further 
investigation  at  complainant’s  home 
shoK'ed  bird  partially  cooked  on  Christmas 
Eve  and  completed  following  day  and  not 
stored  satisfactorily.  No  further  action 
taken. 

Pig  carcase  at  Slaughterhouse  detained 
pending  submission  of  liver  to  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Judgement  of 
Leukaemia  confirmed  - carcase  and  all 
organs  condemned, 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  routine  work  of  a Public 
Health  Department  the  follov;ing  extra-ordinary  duties  are 
the  responsibility  of  the  department  in  Dunstable  and  some 
indication  of  the  activity  under  each  heading  is  given. 

The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

It  was  necessary  to  arrange  the  burial,  in  accordance 
with  section  ^0  of  the  above  Act,  of  two  persons  who  had 
died  in  the  area  and  for  whom  no  satisfactory  burial  arrange- 
ments had  been  made  or  were  likely  to  be  made  otherwise  than 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

The  help  of  the  department  was  also  sought  in 
connection  with  four  aged  persons  believed  to  be  in  need  of 
proper  care  and  attention.  In  one  case  it  was  necessary  to 
use  the  powers  contained  In  section  A]  of  the  above  Act  for 
removal  to  a hospital  against  the  wishes  of  the  elderly  lady 
who  by  reason  of  physical  disability  was  unable  to  devote  to 
herself  proper  care  and  attention.  This  is  an  unenviable 
task  and  the  pov/ers  are  not  used  unless  absolutely  necessary. 
This  particular  case  had  a happy  ending  in  that  the  lady  on 
her  release  from  hospital  some  weeks  later  wrote  a very  nice 
"thank  you"  letter  and  apologised  for  being  so  difficult. 


(5) 


(6) 


(7) 
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The  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  (Cont'fd) 


A close  liaison  is  still  maintained  with  the 
Dunstable  Old  People’s  Vielfare  Association  to  our  mutual 
advantage. 

Public  Mortuary, 

The  local  authority  maintain  one  of  the  finest 
establishments  of  this  kind  in  the  county  and  the  day  to  day 
administration  is  carried  out  by  the  Department, 

Twenty-seven  bodies  were  deposited  during  the  year, 
quite  a high  proportion  of  which  came  from  outside  the 
District  and  were  largely  the  result  of  road  accidents. 

Public  Conveniences. 

Dunstable’s  situation  on  two  main  trunk  roads  means 
'hat  these  facilities  are  enjoyed  by  a far  greater  number 
than  the  normal  population. 

Two  full-time  attendants  and  four  part-time  cleaners 
'./ere  employed  at  the  four  Public  Conveniences  and  we  are 
satisfied  that,  despite  continued  malicious  damage  to  fixtures 
and  fittings,  they  are  maintained  In  a very  satisfactory 
condition  and  do  the  Town  credit. 

The  collection  of  monies  is  carried  out  by  the 
Treasurer’s  Department  but  the  responsibility  for  adminis- 
tration, maintenance  and  repair  is  carried  out  by  the 
^ublic  Health  Department, 

."et  Animals  Act,  1951» 

One  licence  was  Issued  during  the  year  to  a man  who 
regularly  attends  Dunstable  market*  Conditions  at  all  times 
were  satisfactory. 

Dame  Dealers  Licences, 


Three  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  to  local 
bu  tchers. 
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RAINFALL 


The  following  figures  of  rainfall  In  the  Borough  over 
the  last  ten  years  are  included  in  the  Report  for  record 
purposes  *- 


Year 

I nches 

1948 

25.60 

1949 

21.47 

1950 

30.63 

1951 

31.39 

1952 

27.33 

1553 

20.61 

1954 

29.10 

1355 

20.05 

1956 

27.49 

1957 

24.19 
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